OPEN CALL for CURATORIAL PROPOSALS
Philippine Participation at the
18th Venice Architecture Biennale
2023

NCCA

Since 2016, the Philippines, through its
participation at the Venice Architecture
Biennale, has been putting Filipino artistry,
expression, and realities on a global
platform with the goal of increasing
awareness and exchange around concerns
pertinent to the country and the world.
Our historic first participation in 2016
examined the dynamic changes and
projected futures of Metro Manila’s
built heritage with Muhon: Traces of an
Adolescent City curated by Sudarshan
Khadka, Jr., Juan Paolo de la Cruz, and
Leandro Locsin, Jr. Two years later, Edson
Cabalfin represented the Philippine Pavilion
with The City Who Had Two Navels, which
looked into colonial influences on built
environment and how neoliberal realities
form the contemporary urban landscape.

In 2021 - in the midst of a global pandemic - the Framework Collaborative
composed of Sudarshan Khadka Jr., Alexander Eriksson Furunes, and
the Gawad Kalinga Enchanted Farm community explored the concept of
community participation and collaboration with the installation Structures
of Mutual Support, which leveraged on traditions of mutual support in
various parts of the world and how it affects contemporary architectural
practice. On its third year of participating in the world’s largest and most
prestigious contemporary architecture exhibition, the Philippine Pavilion
received a Special Mention as National Participation from la Biennale di
Venezia for its “exemplary community project that creates a rich archive
and experience of collaborative construction practices.” It enhances the
aspiration to present a relevant, significant and fitting voice to the rest of
the world in the context of architecture, design, and practice.

In sustaining our significant effort
towards defining and reshaping
contemporary architecture and practice,
it is with great excitement to announce the
OPEN CALL for CURATORIAL PROPOSALS
for the Philippine participation at the 18th
International Architecture Exhibition of la
Biennale di Venezia.

This CALL encourages proponents to develop a concept
for an exhibition that actively addresses the life-changing
impact of the pandemic. The latter has reconfigured our
perspective on living, living spaces and living with others.
It is hoped that proposals will inspire further thinking on
architectural practice that is rooted in sustainability and
responsive to concerns on safety, health, and the wellbeing of the people and of environment.

Filipino citizens who are architects,
curators, practicing artists from the
different disciplines, urban planners,
ecological activists, geographers,
historians and critics of space, heritage
workers, and others are invited to engage
in this unique opportunity to share fresh
voices and diverse perspectives on
architecture and built environment and
allow for a deeper understanding and
create new viewpoints on architectural
practice. Proposals are expected to
explicate compelling, challenging and
relevant ideas that explore new ways of
thinking and initiate conversations on
issues that matter in our time.

President Roberto Cicutto of la Biennale
di Venezia has stated that the previous
17th International Architecture Exhibition
“confirmed the need to represent a
discipline so closely intertwined with
the needs of humanity and the planet
in general.” As we confront constant
uncertainty and work through difficult
circumstances, we look towards creating
a narrative that is shaped by empathy, a
sharp awareness of contemporary realities
and compassion within the context of
building, creating and expressing.

The Philippine participation at the Venice Architecture Biennale is
spearheaded by the National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA),
in partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the Office
of Deputy Speaker and Congresswoman Loren Legarda. NCCA Chairman
Arsenio “Nick” J. Lizaso is the Commissioner of the Philippine Pavilion.
Philippine Pavilion is housed at the Artiglierie in Arsenale, a major venue of
the Venice Biennale.

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?
Filipino citizens who are architects, curators, practicing
artists from the different disciplines, urban planners,
ecological activists, geographers, historians and critics
of space, heritage workers, and others are encouraged
to participate. The CALL is open to proposals by a single
curator or by a team of two curators.

SELECTION PROCESS
A preliminary jury will shortlist proposals from among
the submissions. A meeting with the proponents of the
shortlisted proposals will be held if necessary. A final
panel of jurors will convene to deliberate on the final
proposals submitted by the shortlisted proponents.
The final panel will select one curatorial proposal
that will represent the Philippines at the 18th Venice
Architecture Biennale.
With the support of all the cooperating agencies
through the Coordinating Committee of the Philippine
Arts in Venice Biennale (PAVB), the selected proposal
will be realized in the Philippine Pavilion in the Arsenale
in Venice to be opened to the public on May 20, 2023
and will run until November 26, 2023.

CURATOR OF BIENNALE ARCHITETTURA 2023
Text taken from www.labiennale.org
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for contributions to architectural education. For the
past thirty years, her work in both architecture and
literature has looked at the relationship between
‘race’, culture, and space.

CONTENT OF THE PROPOSAL

(Download and complete the Curatorial Proposal Form)
1.
2.
3.
		
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Title of the Exhibition
Curatorial Concept (1,000 – 1,500 words only)
Background/Rationale of the Proposed Exhibition
(1,000 - 1,500 -words only)
Exhibition lay-out
Object list and display requirements
Schedule/Timeline: Production of the proposed Exhibition
Budget (production of works only)
CV of Proponent/s (please include 3 major sample works)
CV of the Exhibitor/s (please include 3 major sample works)
Contact Information

QUALIFICATIONS OF PROPONENT/S
1.
		
		
2.
		
		

Natural-born Filipino citizens and Filipinos with dual 		
citizenship upon submission of application (Please attach
proof of identification and citizenship)
Have participated in at least one contemporary exhibition
overseas or an exhibition involving artists from overseas
or related Projects/ Platforms

QUALIFICATIONS OF EXHIBITORS
1.
		
		
2.
		
		

Natural-born Filipino citizens and Filipinos with dual 		
citizenship upon submission of application (Please attach
proof of identification and citizenship)
Have participated in at least one contemporary exhibition
overseas or an exhibition involving artists from overseas
or related Projects/ Platforms

RESPONSIBILITIES OF CURATOR/S:
1. Determine the curatorial direction of the exhibition
2. Concretize the curatorial proposal from the preparatory
		 phase to the mounting of the exhibition at the Philippine
		 Pavilion in Venice
3. Initiate a consultative process between and among 		
		 exhibitor/s
4. Supervise the exhibitor/s in realizing the curatorial concept
5. Prepare the production schedule of the exhibition, help
		 manage its implementation, and ensure deadlines are 		
		followed
6. Prepare content list and recommend writer/s of the 		
		 exhibition catalogue

IMPORTANT NOTES

7. Write the curatorial essay for the exhibition catalogue,
brochure and other printed materials of the exhibition
8. Write exhibition notes and wall texts for the exhibition
9. Prepare write-ups on the exhibition for the official la
Biennale catalogue and for promotional concerns of the
Philippine participation at the Venice Biennale
10. Regularly coordinate with the Philippine Arts Venice
Biennale (PAVB) Coordinating Committee on all concerns
on the production and realization of the exhibition at the
Philippine Pavilion in Venice;
11. Officially represent the Philippines in all meetings and
activities related to the 18th Venice Architecture Biennale
12. Propose collateral activities for the Pavilion and help
manage its implementation

1. As a participating country, the Philippines abides
by the rules and regulations of la Fondazione
la Biennale di Venezia, including matters
pertaining to public safety and security.
2. The Open Call does not fall under the grant
program of the NCCA. Therefore, the production
of Exhibition will be directly facilitated and paid
by the NCCA through the PAVB Coordinating
Committee and or partner organization.
3. As a government project, all expenses in the
realization of the Exhibition are subject to
government auditing rules and regulations.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINE

t

1. Download the Curatorial Proposal Form:

http://philartsvenicebiennale.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/07/v.4-Proposal-Form-Open-Call-18thBiennale-Architettura-2023.doc

2. Submit the completed Curatorial Proposal Form
and ALL the necessary documents only via email
to info@philartvenicebiennale.net, with subject
heading “Curatorial Proposal 2023” on or before
June 30, 2022.
Emailed proposals will be duly acknowledged
upon receipt.

Deadline of Submission:
June 30, 2022 (until 11: 59 p.m. only,
Philippine time)
Note that late submissions will not be accepted.

Announcement of Result:
on or before 20 July 2022

Contact Information:
Email: info@philartvenicebiennale.net
Landline: (+632) 8543-8767
Mobile: 09274967752
Website: philartsvenicebiennale.org

